
University of Pittsburgh DOPS Policy on the Use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) Tools in Research Writing 

1. Purpose 

To provide guidance on the responsible and transparent use of generative AI tools (e.g., ChatGPT, Gemini, 

Claude, Copilot, PittGPT) in the preparation of manuscripts, abstracts, grant proposals, and other scientific 

documents. 

2. Guiding Principles 

• Integrity: AI tools may not be used to fabricate, falsify, or misrepresent data or sources. 

• Transparency: Any use of AI must be disclosed in accordance with journal, institutional, and funder 
policies. 

• Confidentiality: Sensitive, unpublished, or proprietary data must never be uploaded to public AI tools. 
 

3. Acceptable Uses 

• Grammar, spelling, and style improvements. 

• Rephrasing or summarizing text written by the researcher. 

• Drafting non-scientific sections (e.g., cover letters, plain-language summaries). 

• Brainstorming outlines, titles, or figure legends. 

• Generating or editing code only if validated and documented by the user. 

• All generated text must be reviewed, edited, and verified by the human author before submission. 
 

4. Prohibited Uses 

AI tools must not be used to: 

• Generate, alter, or interpret research data, figures, or statistics. 

• Write results, methods, or discussions based on fabricated information. 

• Cite references not verified by the author. 

• Input confidential grant applications, patient data, or proprietary research materials into public AI tools. 
 

5. Disclosure 

• When AI tools are used to generate or edit text, figures, or code, disclosure is mandatory for journal 
submissions or preprints. 

• Include a statement such as: “Portions of the text were assisted by the use of [tool name, version], 
which was used for grammar editing and rephrasing. The authors reviewed and are responsible for all 
content.” 
 

6. Authorship & Accountability 

• AI tools cannot be listed as authors. 

• All co-authors must review AI-assisted sections. 

• The corresponding author is responsible for ensuring AI use complies with journal, institutional, and 
federal guidelines. 
 

7. Review and Updates 

This policy will be reviewed annually or as guidelines from NIH, NSF, and publishers evolve. 


